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8 of 10 women become 

solely responsible for 

financial affairs at some 

point in their lives.  
Source: National Vital Statistics Reports
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Investment Basics
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Stocks 
Shares or equity in a company. 

Bonds
Used by companies and governments to finance operations 

Mutual Funds
Basket of stocks or bonds.  

ETF – Exchange Traded Fund
Also a basket of stocks or bonds but slightly different than a mutual fund.

Cash Equivalents
Include money market accounts, checking/savings accounts, and certificates of 
deposits.

Annuities
Investment products issued by insurance companies.  

Types of Investments
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• Nasdaq - Many are technology and internet-

related; The Nasdaq tracks more than 3,300 

stocks.

• DJIA – Dow Jones Industrial Average - The 

combined stock price of 30 large cap, publicly-

traded companies determines the Dow Jones 

Industrial Average (DJIA). 

• S&P 500 - Tracks the stocks of 500 large-cap 

U.S. companies. 

Major Markets
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• Mega cap – Walmart, Amazon, Merck

• Large cap – Coca Cola, Visa, 
Johnson & Johnson, Google

• Mid cap – Lending Tree, Papa Johns, 
Ligand Pharmaceuticals – Some you 
may have heard of, some not

• Small cap – Carparts, ACM 
Research, Yext - Many are not 
household names

• Growth vs. Value vs. Core

• International and Emerging 
Markets

Market Sectors
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• IRA – Individual Retirement Account
• 401k/403b/SIMPLE/SEP – Types of employer 

sponsored retirement plans
• RMD – Required Minimum Distribution 
• EFT – Electronic Funds Transfer
• MMKT – Money Market
• SEC – Securities and Exchange Commission
• SIPC – Securities Investors Protection 

Corporation 
• CFP® - Certified Financial Planner
• ChFC – Chartered Financial Consultant
• CRPC – Chartered Retirement Planning 

Counselor
• FINRA – Financial Industry Regulatory 

Authority

Acronyms
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• Bulls and Bears – Rising market (bullish) vs. 
falling market (bearish)

• Pullback – 5%-10% decline from a peak

• Correction – 10%-20% decline from a peak

• Bear Market – Decline is 20% or more from 
the last peak

• Bull Market – Increase is 20% or more 
from the last trough

• Diversification - The practice of spreading 
your investments around so that your 
exposure to any one type of asset is 
limited.  

Miscellaneous

VS.
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Income vs. 
Total Return

Income + Growth= 
Total Return
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What Type of Investor Am 
I, and How Will This Affect 

My Goals?
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Time Horizon

Risk Tolerance

Account Objective

Asset Allocation

Things to think about
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• Conservative

• Moderate

• Moderate/Growth

• Growth

• Aggressive Growth

Types of Investors

Conservative Moderate Moderate/Growth Growth Aggressive Growth
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W o m e n  &  W e a l t h

What questions should I 
ask when selecting a 

financial advisor?
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W o m e n  &  W e a l t h

What habits should I 
avoid to prevent 

undercutting efforts to 
build wealth?
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W o m e n  &  W e a l t h

What is one thing I 
should do today to stay 

on the right track?
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Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-
dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. South State Bank, 
N.A. and SouthState Investment Services are not registered as a broker-dealer or investment advisor. Registered 
representatives of LPL offer products and services using SouthState Investment Services and may also be employees of 
South State Bank, N.A. These products and services are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate 
entities from, and not affiliates of, South State Bank, N.A. or SouthState Investment Services. Securities and insurance 
offered through LPL or its affiliates are:

Not Insured by FDIC or Any 
Other Government Agency

Not Bank 
Guaranteed

Not Bank Deposits 
or Obligations

May Lose 
Value

Important Disclosures


